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Joanna W. Wuest 
Curriculum Vitae 

 
Fall 2024 Address                             Contact Information 
Humanities Building    Email: jwuest@gmail.com 
Stony Brook, NY 11794         Phone: (260)-494-2027 
 

Academic Appointments 
 
Stony Brook University – State University of New York (Incoming Fall 2024), Stony Brook, NY 
Assistant Professor, Department of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
 
Mount Holyoke College (2022-2024), South Hadley, MA 
Assistant Professor, Department of Politics 
 
Princeton University (2019-2022), Princeton, NJ 
Fund for Reunion-Cotsen Postdoctoral Fellow in LGBT Studies in the Society of Fellows 
Lecturer in the Council of the Humanities and Politics 
 

Education 
 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
Ph.D., Political Science, 2019 
Fields: American Politics, Public Law, and Political Theory 
Graduate Certificate in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
M.A., Political Science, 2015 
 
Purdue University Fort Wayne, Fort Wayne, IN 
B.A. with highest distinction in Political Science and History, 2013 
Certificate in International Studies, 2013 
 

Publications 
 
Books 
 
Joanna Wuest, Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, & Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement 
(Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2023) [link]. 

• Symposiums: Boston Review (forthcoming); Bill of Health—the blog of the Petrie-Flom Center 
for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology, and Bioethics at Harvard Law School [link]. 

• Featured: WNYC’s Radiolab, September 8, 2023 [link]. 

• Reviewed in: Journal of Homosexuality [link]; The Baffler [link]. 

 
 

mailto:jwuest@gmail.com
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/B/bo201362155.html
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/symposia/uncertainty-medical-expertise-and-rights/
https://radiolab.org/podcast/born-way
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/WJBHEACEJ6ID5UMZGUZA/full?target=10.1080/00918369.2023.2260921
https://thebaffler.com/latest/queering-the-courts-zarenkiewicz
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Peer-Reviewed Articles 
 
Joanna Wuest and Briana S. Last, “Church Against State: How Industry Groups Lead the Religious 
Liberty Assault on Civil Rights, Healthcare Policy, and the Administrative State,” Journal of Law, 
Medicine & Ethics [Forthcoming Spring 2024 – SSRN preprint]. 
 
Joanna Wuest and Briana S. Last, “Agents of Scientific Uncertainty: Evidence and Expertise in 
Conflicts over Gender-Affirming Care Bans for Minors,” in “Unequal Care: Trans Medicine and 
Health in Dangerous Times,” eds. stef m. shuster, Carla A. Pfeffer, and Anna Kirkland, Social Science 
& Medicine  344 (March 2024), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2023.116533.  

• Media coverage: Salt Lake Tribune [link]; MassLive [link]; Daily Hampshire Gazette [link] 

 
Stephanie Claire, Patrick Grzanka, and Joanna Wuest (equal authorship), “Roundtable on Gay 
Genes in the Post-genomic Era,” GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian & Gay Studies 29, no.1 (2023): 109-28 
[link]. 
 
Briana S. Last and Joanna Wuest, “Science on Trial: Policy Disputes Over Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity Change Efforts,” the Behavior Therapist, 45, no.8 (2022): 285-97 [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “After Liberation: Sex, Social Movements, and Capital Since the New Left,” Polity 
54, no.3 (July 2022): 478-502 [link]. 

• Recipient of the Caucus for a New Political Science’s Christian Bay Award for the best paper 
presented on a New Political Science panel at the American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, 2020 

 
Joanna Wuest, “A Conservative Right to Privacy: Legal, Ideological, and Coalitional 
Transformations in U.S. Social Conservatism,” Law & Social Inquiry 46, no.4 (2021): 964-92 [link]. 

• Recipient of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Caucus Award for the Best Paper 
presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 2019 
 

Joanna Wuest, “From Pathology to ‘Born Perfect’: Science, Law, and Citizenship in Campaigns to 
Ban LGBTQ+ Conversion Therapy,” Perspectives on Politics 19, no.3 (2021): 838-53 [link]. 
 
Jo Wuest, “The Scientific Gaze in American Transgender Politics: Contesting the Meanings of Sex, 
Gender, and Gender Identity in the Bathroom Rights Cases,” Politics & Gender 15, no.2 (June 2019): 
336-60 [link]. 
 
Editor-Reviewed Articles 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Queer Working-Class Politics: LGBTQ+ Advocacy in the U.S. Labor Movement,” 
New Labor Forum (2024): https://doi.org/10.1177/10957960241245441.  

• Media: “Pride at Work,” City Works, a production of the CUNY School of Labor and Urban 
Studies [link]. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4306283
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2023.116533
https://www.sltrib.com/opinion/commentary/2024/03/06/opinion-health-care-professionals/
https://www.masslive.com/westernmass/2024/02/ban-on-gender-affirming-care-based-on-distorted-science-research-finds.html
https://home.gazettenet.com/Gender-affirming-care-bans-based-on-distorted-evidence-Mt-Holyoke-professor-says-54349527
https://read.dukeupress.edu/glq/article/29/1/109/327231/Gay-Genes-in-the-Postgenomic-EraA-Roundtable
https://services.abct.org/i4a/doclibrary/index.cfm?category_id=25
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/719830
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-and-social-inquiry/article/abs/conservative-right-to-privacy-legal-ideological-and-coalitional-transformations-in-us-social-conservatism/E8447529C46B772F9172ED7E13D705CD
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/from-pathology-to-born-perfect-science-law-and-citizenship-in-american-lgbtq-advocacy/6D0613BADFFAC10AF65F6057BA2FB372
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/scientific-gaze-in-american-transgender-politics-contesting-the-meanings-of-sex-gender-and-gender-identity-in-the-bathroom-rights-cases/2FD0E36F3BB00C03BAFCD6790DF6D5A0
https://doi.org/10.1177/10957960241245441
https://slu.cuny.edu/public-engagement/city-works/
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Joanna Wuest, “The Racial Disparity Politics of Biomedical Research: Disaggregating Categories 
into New Essentialisms,” nonsite (Winter 2020), [link]. 
 
Peer-Reviewed Commentaries 
 
Briana S. Last, Joanna Wuest (equal co-authorship), Melissa Grey, David P. Rivera, Craig 
Rodriguez-Seijas, & Lorenzo Lorenzo-Luaces, “The Misuse of Scientific Uncertainty Claims in 
Sexual Orientation Change Efforts Research: Comment on Rosik, Beckstead, & Lefevor (2023),” 
Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, doi.org/10.1037/sgd0000661 [link]. 
 
Peer-Reviewed Book Chapters 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Assuaging the Anxious Matriarch: Social Conservatives, Radical Feminists, and 
Dark Money Against Trans Rights,” in Feminism Against Cisness, ed. Emma Heaney (Durham, NC: 
Duke University Press, 2024) [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Sex, Science, and the Politics of Uncertainty,” in Research Handbook on Feminist 
Political Thought, eds. Mary Caputi and Patricia Moynagh (Cheltenham, U.K.: Edward Elgar 
Publishing, 2024) [link]. 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Joanna Wuest, Book Review of Andrew Koppelman, Gay Rights vs. Religious Liberty? The Unnecessary 
Conflict (New York: Oxford University Press, 2020), Perspectives on Politics, (March 2021) [link]. 
 

Works in Progress 
 
Joanna Wuest, “The Political Economy of the Conservative Legal Movement: Disorganization in 
Capital and Conflicts over Health Policy” [Article in Progress]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Delegated Discrimination: Faith-Based Welfare and the Politics of Retrenchment 
[Article/Chapter in Progress]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, Church Against State: How Industry Groups Lead the Religious Liberty Assault on Civil Rights 
and Social Welfare [Book Manuscript in Progress]. 
 
Kathryn J. Perkins and Joanna Wuest (co-editors), Special Issue on LGBTQ Politics, Politics, 
Groups, and Identities, Fall 2024 [In Progress]. 
 

Selected Public Writing 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Anti-Trans Attitudes in Political Context,” PRRI Spotlight, April 11, 2024 [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Review of Judith Butler’s Who’s Afraid of Gender? (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2024),” Jacobin, March 16, 2024 [link]. 

https://nonsite.org/article/the-racial-disparity-politics-of-biomedical-research-disaggregating-categories-into-new-essentialisms
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2023-91308-001
https://www.dukeupress.edu/feminism-against-cisness
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/research-handbook-on-feminist-political-thought-9781800889125.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/gay-rights-vs-religious-liberty-the-unnecessary-conflict-by-andrew-koppelman-new-york-oxford-university-press-2020-214p-3495-cloth/A2301136652A4396B8F2208E4C43A247
https://www.prri.org/spotlight/anti-trans-attitudes-in-political-context/
https://jacobin.com/2024/03/judith-butler-whos-afraid-gender-review
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Joanna Wuest, “Born This Way,” LGBTQ+ Rights, and the Politics of Uncertainty,” Bill of 
Health—the blog of the Petrie-Flom Center for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology, and Bioethics at 
Harvard Law School, September 18, 2023, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Cruelty with a Point: Capital and the Anti-Trans Agenda,” Zeitschrift Luxemburg, July 
2023, [essay in German: link] [English version reprinted by the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation: link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “The Science of Civil Rights,” Code of Life: Who We Are And Could Become (Göttingen, 
Germany: Wallstein-Verlag, 2023) [essay in German to accompany an exhibit at the German 
Hygiene Museum in Dresden – link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “The Dead End of Corporate Activism,” Boston Review, May 18, 2022, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “State, Economy, and LGBTQ+ Civil Rights,” Law and Political Economy Project, 
February 2, 2022 [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest and Briana Last, “Dark Money, the Supreme Court, and the Fate of LGBTQ+ 
Rights,” The Nation, June 21, 2021, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest and Briana Last, “Eroding the Regulatory State,” Boston Review, April 15, 2021, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Beyond ‘Born This Way,” Psyche, February 24, 2021, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Mutual Aid Can’t Do It Alone,” The Nation, Feature Article in Issue December 
28/January 4, 2021, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “The Supreme Court, Capital, and Queer Equality,” The Nation, June 16, 2020, 
[link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “Abortion After the Pandemic,” Dissent, May 13, 2020, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest, “The State of Biopower in the Age of the Coronavirus,” Los Angeles Review of 
Book’s The Philosophical Salon, April 16, 2020, [link]. 
 
Joanna Wuest and Carly Regina, “Stonewall 50th Anniversary: The Next LGBTQ+ Movement Is 
the Movement for Economic Equality,” Philadelphia Inquirer June 6, 2019, [link]. 
 

Honors, Fellowships, and Awards 
 
External 
 
Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI) Fellow in LGBTQ+ Rights, 2023-2024 
American Political Science Association (APSA) Diversity and Inclusion Advancing Research Grant 
for Early Career Scholars, 2022 ($2,500) 
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, 2021 ($6,000) 
AAUW American Short-Term Research Publication Grant, 2021 ($6,000) 

https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2023/09/18/born-this-way-lgbtq-rights-and-the-politics-of-uncertainty/
https://zeitschrift-luxemburg.de/artikel/gezielte-grausamkeit/
https://www.rosalux.de/en/news/id/50710/big-capital-and-the-anti-trans-agenda?fbclid=IwAR1uW8UljIocuqA_Lr7i7yJE8nXm4PUykfgWa283-KQaJGijIjxso1_GGGs
https://www.wallstein-verlag.de/9783835353862-von-genen-und-menschen.html
https://bostonreview.net/articles/the-dead-end-of-corporate-activism/
https://lpeproject.org/blog/state-economy-lgbtq-civil-rights/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/dark-money-lgbtq-rights/
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/with-gay-adoption-decision-will-the-supreme-court-erode-the-regulatory-state/
https://psyche.co/ideas/the-new-genomics-of-sexuality-moves-us-beyond-born-this-way
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/mutual-aid-pandemic-covid/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/supreme-court-queer-equality/
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/abortion-after-the-pandemic
http://thephilosophicalsalon.com/the-state-of-biopower-in-the-age-of-the-coronavirus/http:/thephilosophicalsalon.com/the-state-of-biopower-in-the-age-of-the-coronavirus/
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/lgbtq-equality-democratic-socialists-of-america-20190606.html
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APSA Kenneth Sherrill Award for the Best Dissertation on Sexuality and Politics, 2019 
Social Science Research Council Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship, 2016 ($5,000) 
Jack Miller Center Summer Fellowship, 2017 ($1,000) 
 
Internal 
 
Council on Science and Technology Summer Grant, Princeton University, 2020 ($7,000) 
Princeton University Anonymous Undergraduate Research Assistance Fund Grant, 2020, ($3,750) 
Princeton Committee on Research in the Humanities and Social Sciences Grant, 2019 ($1,435) 
Penn School of Arts & Sciences Dissertation Completion Fellowship, 2018-2019 
Penn School of Arts & Sciences Dissertation Research Fellowship, 2017-2018 ($5,000) 
Benjamin Franklin Graduate Fellowship, 2013-2018 
 

Invited Presentations and Conferences 
 
Invited Academic Talks 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
World Politics Speaker Series, Oberlin College and Conservatory, Oberlin, OH, April/May 2024. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” LSU 
Ethics Institute, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA, February 2024. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” the 
Institute for Gender, Sexuality and Feminist Studies and the Department of Social Studies of 
Medicine, McGill University, Montréal, QC, February 2024. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
Center for Applied Transgender Studies, Chicago, IL, November 2023 [online]. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
Trinity College, Hartford, CT, November 2023. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” Idaho 
State University, Pocatello, ID, October 2023 [online]. 
 
“The Science of LGBTQ+ Civil Rights,” Constitution Day Event on Expanding the ‘We the 
People: Race, Gender, and Equal Protection of the Laws, Towson University, Baltimore, MD, 
September 2023. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
Connecticut College Government Department, New London, CT, March 2023. 
 
“Science on Trial: How the Conservative Legal Movement Threatens Equality, Evidence-Based 
Policies, and Social Welfare,” School of Social Practice & Policy, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA, December 2022 [online]. 
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“State, Economy, and Social Justice,” George Mason University Cultural Studies Colloquium, 
Fairfax, VA, September 2022. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
Queens College—City University of New York Department of Political Science, New York, NY, 
March 2022 [online]. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
UCLA Institute for Society and Genetics, Los Angeles, CA, February 2022 [online]. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
Swarthmore College Political Science Department, Swarthmore, PA, November 2021. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
Princeton University Queer Politics Workshop, Princeton, NJ, September 2021 [online]. 
 
“Beyond Born This Way?: Postgenomics and the Future of LGBTQ+ Politics,” Columbia 
University’s Precision Medicine & Society Program, New York, NY, May 2021 [online]. 
 
“The Church Against the State in Fulton v. City of Philadelphia,” with Briana S. Last, University of 
Pennsylvania’s Field Center for Children’s Policy, Practice & Research, Philadelphia, PA, April 2021 
[online]. 
 
“Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement,” 
Lehigh University Political Science Department, Bethlehem, PA, April 2021 [online]. 
 
“Born This Way: Science and Citizenship in the American LGBTQ Movement,” Princeton 
University Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies, Princeton, NJ, October 2019. 
 
“Born This Way: Scientific Authority and Citizenship in the American LGBTQ Movement,” Mount 
Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA, November 2018. 
 
“Born This Way: Scientific Authority and Citizenship in the American LGBTQ Movement,” 
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, November 2018. 
 
Conferences & Workshop Presentations 
 
“The Enigma of Mifepristone: Conflicts in Organized Capital and the Conservative Legal 
Movement over the FDA and Health Bureaucracy,” Law and Society Association Conference, 
Denver, CO, June 2024. 
 
“The Political Economy of the Conservative Legal Movement: Disorganization in Capital and 
Conflicts over Health Policy,” Consortium on the American Political Economy Summer Academy, 
Berkeley, CA, May 2024. 
 
“The Political Economy of the Conservative Legal Movement: Disorganization in Capital and 
Conflicts over Health Policy,” Cornell University Government Department PSAC Series Seminar, 
Ithaca, NY, April 19, 2024. 
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“The Political Economy of the Conservative Legal Movement: Disorganization in Capital and 
Conflicts over Health Policy,” Discussion Group on Constitutionalism, University of Maryland Law 
School, Baltimore, MD, March 2024. 
 
“Delegated Discrimination: Faith-Based Welfare and the Politics of Retrenchment,” American 
Political Science Association Conference, Los Angeles, California, August 2023 [cancelled]. 
 
“The Politics of Scientific Uncertainty: Conflicts over Evidence and Expertise in Bans on Gender-
Affirming Healthcare for Minors,” with Briana S. Last, PRIDE Lab, University of California, San 
Francisco (UCSF), July 2023. 
 
“Faith, Fortune, & Fulton v. City of Philadelphia: How Industry Groups Use Faith-Based Child 
Placement Agencies to Undermine Social Welfare,” Law & Society Association Conference, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, June 2023. 
 
“Delegated Discrimination: How Industry Groups Lead the Religious Liberty Assault on Civil 
Rights, Healthcare Policy, and the Administrative State,” Toronto Political Development Workshop, 
Toronto, Canada, May 2023. 
 
“The Church Against the State: Religious Liberty and the Regulatory State,” American Political 
Science Association Conference, Montréal, QC, September 2022. 
 
“The Church Against the State: Social Conservatism, Anti-Statist Industry Groups, and 
Constitutional Challenges to the Administrative State,” Law & Society Association Conference, July 
2022 [Virtual]. 
 
“Uneven Egalitarianism: LGBTQ+ Citizenship, Corporate Power, and American 
Constitutionalism,” Cultivating Networks & Innovative Scholarship in Law and Courts Workshop, 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT, June 2022 [Cancellation]. 
 
“Sex, Science, & the Politics of Uncertainty,” Law and Humanities Junior Scholars Workshop, USC 
School of Law, Los Angeles, CA, May 2022. 
 
“Uneven Egalitarianism: LGBTQ+ Citizenship, Corporate Power, and American 
Constitutionalism,” LGBTQ+ Rights Roundtable, Vanderbilt University Law School, Nashville, 
TN, April 2022. 
 
“Uneven Egalitarianism: Sex, Gender, and Corporate Power in American Constitutionalism,” 
Discussion Group on Constitutionalism, University of Maryland Law School, Baltimore, MD, 
March 2022. 
 
Book Manuscript Workshop for Born This Way, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, November 
2021 
 
“The Reign of Expertise: Science, Medicine, and Mental Health in the Same-Sex Marriage and 
Conversion Therapy Ban Cases,” New Directions in Law and Society Conference, UMass Amherst, 
October 2021 [Online]. 
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“Gay Genes in the Postgenomic Era,” Society for Social Studies of Science Conference, Toronto, 
CA, October 2021 [Online]. 
 
“Beyond Born This Way: Sex, Science, and Political Economy in a Post-Bostock Era,” Western 
Political Science Association Conference, April 2021 [Online]. 
 
“The Impossibility of Liberation: Queer Political Thought Since the New Left,” Association of 
Political Theory Conference, Amherst, MA, November 2020 [Online]. 
 
“The Impossibility of Liberation: Queer Political Thought Since the New Left,” American Political 
Science Association Conference, San Francisco, CA, September 2020 [Online]. 
 
“From Pathology to ‘Born Perfect’: Science, Law, and Autonomy in Campaigns to Ban Conversion 
Therapy,” Law & Society Association Conference, Denver, CO, May 2020 [Online]. 
 
“From Pathology to ‘Born Perfect’: Science, Law, and Autonomy in Campaigns to Ban Conversion 
Therapy,” Western Political Science Association Conference, Los Angeles, CA, May 2020 [Online]. 
 
“From Pathology to ‘Born Perfect’: The Role of Scientific Authority in Campaigns to Ban 
Conversion Therapy,” Bodies of Knowledge Working Group, Princeton University Humanities 
Council, Princeton, NJ, February 2020. 
 
“A Conservative Right to Privacy Against Trans Rights,” American Political Science Association 
Conference, Washington, D.C. August 2019. 
 
“A Conservative Right to Privacy: The Reassociation of a Progressive Ideal,” Western Political 
Science Association Conference, San Diego, CA, April 2019. 
 
“The Identity Impasse: Liberal and Left Identitarianism in Theory and Practice,” with Carly Regina, 
Western Political Science Association Conference, San Diego, CA, April 2019. 
 
“The Persistence of Immutability Arguments in the Same-Sex Marriage Cases,” American Political 
Science Association Conference, Boston, MA, August 2018. 
 
“Building Bioessentialism into Gay Rights Litigation: Immutability Before the Gay Gene,” Western 
Political Science Association Conference, San Francisco, CA, March 2018. 
 
“Why is My Child Gay?’: PFLAG and the Origins of the ‘Born This Way’ Gay Political Identity,” 
Andrea Mitchell Center for the Study of Democracy, Philadelphia, PA, November 2017. 
 
“Why is My Child Gay?’: PFLAG and the Origins of the ‘Born This Way’ Gay Political Identity,” 
Northeastern Political Science Association Conference, Philadelphia, PA, November 2017. 
 
“The Scientific Gaze in Contemporary American Transgender Politics: The Role of Scientific 
Discourses and Institutions in Constructing Transgender Political Identity,” Law & Society 
Association Conference, Mexico City, Mexico, June 2017. 
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“Transgender Bathroom Discrimination Cases: Contestations over Transgender Political Identity 
and the Meaning(s) of Sex and Gender,” Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies Graduate 
Colloquium, Philadelphia, PA, April 2017. 
 
“The Scientific Gaze in Contemporary American Transgender Politics,” Western Political Science 
Association Conference, Vancouver, British Columbia, April 2017. 
 
“Bisexuality and Political Identity: The Role of Science, Law, and Politics in Crafting Political 
Identity,” Penn Graduate Student Conference, Philadelphia, PA, February 2017. 
 
“Constructing Bisexuality: The Role of Science, Law, and Politics in Crafting Political Identities,” 
Western Political Science Association Conference, San Diego, CA, March 2016. 
 
“Non-Sectarianism and Atheism in the Courts: The Fractured Separationist Response to the 
Religious Right,” Western Political Science Association Conference, Las Vegas, NV, April 2015. 
 
Academic Roundtables, Pedagogy Discussions, and Discussant and Chair Service 
 
Chair and Discussant, “Critical Perspectives on Civil Rights & Citizenship,” Division 27: 
Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence, American Political Science Association Conference, 
Philadelphia, PA September 2024. 
 
Panelist, “50 Years of Queer Scholarship at APSA,” American Political Science Association 
Conference, Philadelphia, PA, September 2024. 
 
Panelist, “Authors Meet Readers: Supreme Bias: Gender and Race in U.S. Supreme Court Confirmation 
Hearings,” Law & Society Association Conference, Denver, CO, June 2024. 
 
Chair, “Queering the Constitution: LGBTQ Rights and Identity in the US Constitution,” Division 
27: Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence, American Political Science Association Conference, Los 
Angeles, CA, August 2023 [online]. 
 
Panelist, “What’s Going on with the Abortion Pill?” Five College Reproductive Health, Rights and 
Justice Faculty, Amherst, MA, April 2023. 
 
Discussant for Clancy Murray, “Transsexuality in the Structure of Making,” Western Political 
Science Association’s Political Theory Virtual Community, March 2023. 
 
Panelist, “Critical Intervention Panel on Law and Social Exclusion,” Northeast Law and Society 
Retreat, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Amherst, MA, October 2022. 
 
Panelist, “After the Fall of Roe: The Future of Abortion in the US and Abroad,” Mount Holyoke 
College, South Hadley, MA, September 21st, 2022. 
 
Panelist, Author Meets Critics: Paisley Currah’s Sex Is as Sex Does (2022), American Political Science 
Association Conference, Montréal, QC, September 2022. 
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Panelist, “The Politics of Panic: Backlash, Dog Whistles, and the Erosion of LGBTQ Victories,” 
American Political Science Association Conference, Montréal, QC, September 2022. 
 
Panelist, “Science, Corporate Power, and the Rights of Trans Youth,” American Political Science 
Association Conference, San Francisco, CA, October 2021 [online]. 
 
Discussant for Zahid Chaudhary, “Unruly Truth: Libidinal Politics and Crises of Authority,” Society 
of Fellows, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, April 2021.  
 
Chair and Discussant, “Bias, Descriptive Representation, and Legal Change,” Western Political 
Science Association Conference, Los Angeles, CA, May 2020 [online]. 
 
Panelist, “LGBTQ+ Political Scientists: Sharing Our Experiences in the Profession and Welcoming 
a New Generation of Colleagues,” APSA Roundtable, American Political Science Association 
Conference, Washington, D.C., August 2019. 
 
Chair, “Representation of Identity in Art and News Media,” Northeastern Political Science 
Association Conference, Philadelphia, PA, November 2017. 
 
Panelist, “Let’s Talk about Sex (and Gender and Sexuality): Legitimating and Teaching Identities in 
2017,” APSA Roundtable, American Political Science Association Conference, San Francisco, CA, 
September 2017. 
 
Non-Academic / Public Speaking Events 
 
Invited speaker, “Born This Way,” Prism: Los Alamos National Laboratory’s LGBTQ+ employee 
resource group, February 2024. 
 
Book Launch w/ Paisley Currah, Born This Way, Greenlight Bookstore, Brooklyn, New York, 
October 2023. 
 
Invited panelist, “Scapegoating and Social Death,” OurSchool, Eugene, Oregon, May 2023. 
 
Invited panelist, “The Impact of 303 Creative and Dobbs on LGBTQ+ Rights,” Roosevelt House 
Public Policy Institute at Hunter College, City University of New York, New York, NY, March 
2023. 
 
Invited panelist, “The Rise of Anti-Trans Policy in 2022,” Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute at 
Hunter College, City University of New York, New York, NY, April 2022. 
 
Invited speaker, “Religion and the Regulatory State in Fulton v. City of Philadelphia,” with Briana S. 
Last, Princeton University LGBT Lunch & Learn Series, Princeton, NJ, June 2021. 
 
Invited speaker, “Queers & Capital Interests: Gay Liberation in an Age of Inequality,” Princeton 
University Bisexual, Transgender, Gay and Lesbian Alumni Association (BTGALA), Princeton, NJ, 
December 2020. 
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Invited speaker, “Beyond Equal Rights: LGBTQ+ Advocacy in an Age of Inequality,” Princeton 
University LGBT Lunch & Learn Series, Princeton, NJ, December 2019. 
 
Guest Lectures 
 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, “Born This Way,” Sociology of Sexualities, Kelsy Burke, April 
2024. 
 
University of Alberta Faculty of Law: “Science, Law, & Gender Identity,” Transgender People and 
the Law, Florence Ashley, March 2024. 
 
California State University – Long Beach: “Born This Way,” Queer Law, Kathryn Perkins, 
November 2023. 
 
McGill University: “Born This Way,” Sex, Science and Culture, Sahar Sadjadi, October 2023. 
 
The New School: “Science on Trial: LGBTQ+ Rights, Scientific Expertise, & State Power,” Global 
Politics of LGBTQ+ Rights, Cyril Ghosh, June 2023. 
 
Hunter College (CUNY): “Science on Trial: LGBTQ+ Rights, Scientific Expertise, & State Power,” 
Queer Policy & Politics, Cyril Ghosh, March 2023. 
 
Seattle University School of Law: “Science on Trial: LGBTQ+ Rights, Scientific Expertise, & State 
Power,” Law and Social Science Seminar, Danieli Evans & Dean Spade, February 2023. 
 
Hunter College (CUNY): “Science, Law, & Gender Identity Politics,” Queer Policy & Politics, Erin 
Mayo-Adam, March 2022. 
 
George Mason University: “Uneven Egalitarianism,” Graduate Seminar in Gender/Sexuality, Roger 
N. Lancaster, September 2021. 
 

Teaching Experience 

 
Mount Holyoke College (Assistant Professor) 
 
Science, Identity, & the Politics of Difference (First Year Seminar), Fall 2023 
Constitutional Law, Fall 2023 
Civil Liberties, Fall 2022 
American Politics, Fall 2022 
Sex, Gender, and American Law, Spring 2023 
Law and Inequality, Spring 2023, Spring 2024 
 
Princeton University (Lecturer) 
 
Seminar on Science, Identity, and the Politics of Human Difference, Spring 2021 
Class & Inequality (Junior Workshop), Fall 2020 
Sexuality & Gender in American Law and Politics, Spring 2020 
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Rights and the Law in American Politics (Junior Workshop), Fall 2019 
 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Instructor, Introduction to American Politics, Summer 2018 
Teaching Assistant, Modern Constitutional Law, Spring 2015, 2016, Professor Rogers M. Smith 
Teaching Assistant, Introduction to American Politics, Fall 2015, Professor Marc Meredith  
Teaching Assistant, Classical Constitutional Law, Fall 2014, Professor Rogers M. Smith 
Center for Teaching and Learning Teaching Certificate, 2017 
 

Institutional Service 

 
Mount Holyoke College 
 
Faculty Advisor, Moot Court, AY 2023-2024 
Member, Libby Rosenfeld Himelstein Prize Committee, Politics Department, AY 2022-2023 
Senior Thesis Second Reader, Politics Department, AY 2022-2023 
 
Princeton University 
 
Senior Thesis Advisor, Politics Department, AY 2020-2021 
Undergraduate Research Assistance Advisor, Summer 2020 
Junior Paper Advisor, Politics Department, Spring 2020, Spring 2021 
 

Peer-Review Service 
 
Book manuscripts: Cambridge University Press; University of California Press; SUNY Press; Pluto 
Press 
 
Journal articles: Perspectives on Politics [x3]; Political Research Quarterly; Polity; Politics, Groups, and Identities 
[2x]; Law & Policy; Politics & Gender 

 
Professional Service 
 
Program Co-Chair, Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence, APSA, 2024 
Peer Review Panelist, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, Political Science and 
Jurisprudence, 2024 
APSA Committee on the Status of LGBT Travel Grant Committee, 2023 
Sherrill Best Dissertation Award Committee for the Sexuality and Politics Section of APSA, 2023 
APSA’s Committee on the Status of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Individuals in the 
Profession, 2022-2025 
APSA Sexuality and Politics Section, At-Large Board Member, 2022-2024 
Christian Bay Award Chair, Caucus for a New Political Science, 2022 
C. Herman Pritchett Book Award Committee for the Law and Courts Section, 2021 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Caucus Award Committee for the Bailey Award, 2020 
Sherrill Best Dissertation Award Committee for the Sexuality and Politics Section of APSA, 2020 
APSA Sexuality and Politics Section, Secretary, 2018-2019 
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Political Science Graduate Student Organization Co-Chair, University of Pennsylvania, 2015-2016 
 

Selected Media Coverage 

 
Lauren Leffer, “Is Bisexuality Genetic? It’s More Complex Than Some Studies Imply,” Scientific 
American, February 6, 2024, [link]. 
 
Harry Bruinius, “How Religious Liberty Became the Roberts Court’s North Star,” Christian Science 
Monitor, June 30, 2023, [link]. 
 
Mimi Schwartz, “How a Right-wing Law Firm Shaped the Judge Who Will Rule on the Abortion 
Pill,” Texas Monthly, March 14, 2023 [link]. 
 
Helen Zhao and Meg Perret, “The Search for Gay Genes: Should Queer People Support It?” Ms. 
Magazine, November 14, 2021 [link]. 
 
Lexington, “Mutual-Aid Groups Spread in Covid-Stricken America,” The Economist, December 19, 
2020, [link]. 
 
Tim Fitzsimons and Patrick J. Egan, “LGBTQ Voters Flock to Bernie Sanders, NBC News Exit 
Poll Finds,” NBC News, March 4, 2020 [link]. 
 

Memberships 
 
American Political Science Association 
Law and Society Association 
Society for Social Studies of Science  

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/is-bisexuality-genetic-its-more-complex-than-some-studies-imply/
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2023/0630/How-religious-liberty-became-the-Roberts-court-s-North-Star
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/first-liberty-abortion-pill-lawsuit/
https://msmagazine.com/2021/11/14/gay-genes-is-homosexuality-a-choice/
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2020/12/19/mutual-aid-groups-spread-in-covid-stricken-america
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/lgbtq-voters-flock-bernie-sanders-nbc-news-exit-poll-finds-n1149126
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